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CONGO - Kinshasa, Kikwit,
Brezzavillle, Beni, Bukavu

BENIN
An appointment which will
become monthly.
“We were two hundred in Porto
Novo, Benin, for the first
Run4unity in our country. It was a
day of joy, in which we sought in
particular to put into practice the
'Golden Rule' at all times: in
games like during the traditional
and modern songs and dances.
Everyone wholeheartedly
welcomed the proposal to live for
peace. Many new friendships
were born. We ended by agreeing
to meet once a month.”

AFRICA

Many relay races [were held] in order to ask for
peace, even in cities where conflicts and clashes are
still going on. “In Kinshasa we were more than a
thousand for the five-kilometer race in the city
center. Various authorities were present: some
deputies, a representative of the Apostolic Nuncio,
the Mayor and the Ambassador of the Order of
Malta. Some radio and TV stations were also
present. The good weather that day seemed to have
been made just for us! After days of downpour, the
sun came out for Run4unity. After the relay the rain
resumed. The Italian city of Pesaro then kicked off,
while in the afternoon we greeted via Skype the
teens of Heildelberg in Germany. Then we connected
by phone with Kikwit where 300 joined the race. The
city of Bukavu instead had their race in the early
morning. There were many difficulties in getting
news from the cities of Brazzaville and Beni where,
despite the serious and violent clashes going on in
some districts, they still decided to run Run4unity.”

CAMEROON – Bamenda

AFRICA

An atmosphere of peace and joy
characterized the Run4unity in Akum
(Bamenda) in Cameroon where 250
participated in the event.
“Taking part in a relay race knowing
that on that day, at that very
moment, thousands of other
teenagers around the world live the
same thing and show their
commitment for a world of peace,
made us feel part of a big event.
Together, we have shown the unity
which we really believe in.”

USA – El Paso

Along the border between the US and
Mexico there is a great barrier of
separation, a "wall" that divides these two
peoples. The Teens for Unity, from both
sides, chose to run along the border: the
US boys gathered in El Paso, those of
Mexico in Mexicali.

In a town at the border between the US and
Mexico, Run4unity had also a surprise visit from
the Bishop.
“It was day of games, but also of songs, music and so
much joy! Together we learned and practiced the
‘Golden Rule’. We were fifty, mostly Christians, but
there was also a person of the Muslim religion. At
the end of the event ... a surprise: the Bishop, having
just arrived from a trip, came to greet us. In his
message, which made a strong impact, he asked us
to live for peace and unity by putting into practice
the 'Golden Rule'.”

MEXICO - Mexicali

NORTH AMERICA

In Mexicali, the Teens for Unity have been
doing, already for some time, some
initiatives for migrants in a city park. Along
the wall of the border that divides Mexico
and the United States, they decided to lay
down their commitment to build a bridge of
brotherhood.

It was a relay race that crossed
the symbolic places of peace
and unity. The Gen 3 boys and
the Gen 3 girls even went to
present it to the Senate of the
Repubic.

MEXICO – Mexico City
“At the time of the 'kicking off' of the relay race in the
most important square in Mexico City – popularly
known as "El Angel de la Independencia", where one
of the most important monuments of the city is
found – we were 300.
A long 'snake' of blue T-shirts, we then wound along
the Paseo de la Reforma, an avenue that runs
through the center of high-rise buildings, business
and shopping centers.
The central moment was in a square dedicated to
Gandhi, where we made into a backdrop his
message: "Our struggle aims for friendship with the
whole world."
There we had a mix of experiences, songs,
choreography attuned to the Golden Rule, and
culminated in the Time-Out. Through Skype, the
Teens for Unity in Bombay (India) made us
participate in the concrete steps that they do every
day to build peace.”

COSTA RICA - Puente de Piedra

VENEZUELA – Caracas

“Our country is going through a
very difficult period, but we could
not miss Run4unity: our
commitment to build peace does
not stop! In Caracas in Los Caobos
Park, from 9 to 12 we played
various sports such as football and
volleyball. We proposed a set of
guidelines to be put into practice
to experience peace by practicing
different disciplines. We were
about fifty; many of our friends
came from different parts of the
city. Together we took courage
and invited the teens who were in
the park: it was good to let them
get involved and participate! In
the interval of every game, we
presented the Teens for Unity. We
concluded with the Time-Out. To
all of you, greetings from Caracas
... and thanks to this worldwide
celebration!!”

LATIN AMERICA

It was an ecumenical relay race built together by
teenagers and young people.
“The preparation for Run4unity was a very special
work done by teenagers and young people of the
Focolare with different youth engaged in Youth
Ministry. We made a morning of games that had as
its basis the 'Golden Rule'. A real treasure was the
contribution of some people of the Lutheran Church
with whom a beautiful friendship had long been born.
They help young people from poor areas through art,
music, and dance. Their songs were also beautiful,
with deep social meaning and love for the
environment. Eventually we passed the baton to
Guadalajara (Mexico).”

BRAZIL – Manaus
We had a flash mob which involved the whole square.
“We started as a small group, then, as the minutes passed, our group continued to increase. Then we
animated a large flash mob in the square in front of the Teatro Amazonas in Manaus. Little by little,
teenagers and young people and people passing by joined our dance moves in unison with everyone to
express their desire for peace, their commitment to build it.”

ARGENTINA – Gral Rodriguez , José C. Paz, Pilar

LATIN AMERICA

The 2016 edition of Run4Unity in the province of Buenos
Aires took place in Gral Rodriguez where a Sports Day
was held, and Pilar where a trekking was made through
the nature reserve.
“Learning so many things about the care of our
environment by walking, playing, and working in the
midst of an extraordinary nature: this was our relay race –
an ecological trek with the community of José C. Paz and
Pilar, in the Urban Nature Reserve of Pilar. The volunteers
of the Association for the Protection of Natural Heritage
prepared the whole program there. We were fifty. We
gave them a 'dice' with some rules for respecting nature.
We want to do our part for peace, building it among us
and in harmony with nature.”

ARGENTINA – Buenos Aires
In Buenos
Aires, the race
saw as
protagonist
interreligious
dialogue with
about 150
participants:
Buddhists,
Muslims, Jews,
and Christians.
The Buddhist center Soka Gakkai hosted the event; the Institute "Beth El" of the Jewish community in
Buenos Aires participated and the General Management for Worship of the Buenos Aires City Government
officially presented to the participants the Declaration of Public Interest for the event.
“Through videos, songs, and experiences we presented our different cultural and religious identities. We
immersed ourselves in each other's religion by overcoming those prejudices of the mind and the heart that
prevent us from opening ourselves to welcome the other. We ascertained many values that unite us. The
race has begun, and now, it is up to us to continue it.”

ARGENTINA – Trelew
A Trelew the whole
community was at the
forefront for the relay race
and then ... we all had a
photo together posted on
social media with this
message:
“We unite ourselves to this
worldwide relay race for
peace, following each one
of you in all that you have
done, do and will do!!!”.

ARGENTINA – Paranà
In Paraná the relay race already began a few
days before May 8.
“We posted, in a town square, some placards and
distributed leaflets to show our commitment to
peace and unity in the world and to invite people
to our relay race. Run4unity took place along the
old coastal road of Santa Fe. We invited everyone
to be protagonists of peace and builders of a
united world, leaving on a large poster the
imprint of their colored hands. We were surprised
to see how everyone accepted this challenge with
enthusiasm and joy.”

The relay race in Bahia Blanca was "weathery", because the program was changed based on the
weather which changed from sunny to rainy!
“We Argentines would say, 'It's good to stay cool during bad weather' to say that we should never give in
to difficulties, for instead these can actually open new possibilities. So when the rain halted our relay race
forcing us to postpone it, we gathered together all the same to watch the news, photos, and videos
coming from all over the world, offering everyone a delicious hot chocolate. And our 'wet' relay race was
global just the same.”

LATIN AMERICA

ARGENTINA – Bahia Blanca

IRAQ

MIDDLE EAST

50 young people made the commitment to live
the "Golden Rule" and to pray together to ask for
the gift of peace on all points of the earth.
“Games, small theatrical performances, and a
moment to reflect on the 'Golden Rule' and on how
to live it: these were moments in our Run4unity
that helped to create a beautiful and simple
relationship among everyone. Then, in order to
concretely live our commitment to transform
everything with our love, divided into groups, we
cleaned some spaces around the church that
hosted us; some placed small plants in the garden.
We concluded with a prayer to Our Lady to ask for
the gift of peace.”

BELARUS – Minsk
For the first time Run4unity was held in Belarus.
“We live in a small country, we are few ... and we
were wondering how to organize Run4unity. A phone
call from Catanzaro (Italy) inviting us to connect with
them through a short video to kick off the relay race
encouraged us. It seemed difficult, but we made it! In
our greeting video, there is a guy with a disability
who cannot walk. His brother was supposed to speak
for him, but because he could not, he helped him.
They decided to make an effort to speak in Italian. In
watching the video it seemed that ... he who cannot
walk is the one running more. Then we also
managed to arrange a time to play with some
children and teenagers.”

ROMANIA – Bucharest
It was a relay race of solidarity. “If we had paid
attention to the weather forecasts, we would
have stopped: a storm was expected on May 8 in
Bucharest . But after a week of rain, on that day
the sky was clear. We played sports and games in
the Youth Park. Some people walking in the park
asked us who we were, affected by the climate of
joy we were breathing. In the invitation for the
event, we had written that ours was also a relay
race of solidarity: we had chosen to help a
disabled children's center where some have
economic difficulties.

EUROPA
EUROPE

We collected many objects that we then brought to them. We did together a few games involving even
those who could not move. After asking each one if he or she wanted to work for peace, we offered
everyone a certificate of participation in the relay race.”

FRANCE – Paris
We were a group belonging to twelve
different nationalities for an edition of
Run4unity in central Paris.
“We gathered together to live a moment of
brotherhood and of discovering the other
through sports. The presence of some
Afghan teenagers was important and
significant. Together we kicked off the
tournaments: volleyball, basketball, pingpong, bowling and of course football! With
finals for each specialty. But in the end, the
team that won the cup was not the one
that gained more matches, but the one that
got the best score in the ... fair play!”

GREECE – Athens

EUROPE

Between economic crisis and humanitarian
distress, the Teens for Unity of Athens in Greece
want to remain protagonists of peace and
solidarity.
“In three meetings, from March to May, we met
to play, tackling the theme of interculturalism, to
create a mural in a refugee center. Then next
Sunday, we will be the protagonists of our
Run4Unity: a day with games and fraternal
experiences!”

SPAIN - Castellón

EUROPE

“It was a 'real family' day, with games
and sports in which we were the
protagonists, along with young
people and adults.
We represented various cities in Spain,
but also Ecuador, Venezuela, Italy, and
Brazil. We experienced unity in
diversity. It was great to also be able
to share the day with our friends
from Frater Association (Christian
Fraternity for Handicapped People).”

ITALY – SLOVENIA

ITALY – Figline Valdarno

ITALY – Latina

ITALY – Scicli

ITALY – Porto Torres

ITALY – Trent

ITALY – Rome

ITALY – Ciampino

